
Opinion: Kaduna state is a reference for SDG action
The foundation was recently laid for the Sustainable Development Goals data 

laboratory in Kaduna state, northwest Nigeria. Named after United Nations Deputy 

Secretary-General Amina Mohammed and with funding provided by the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, this project's symbolism goes beyond the building and 

the computing systems it is expected to house in a couple of months.  

It is indicative of Kaduna state's approach and commitment to putting the SDGs into 

action. In short: data first.

That Kaduna, one of the 

large states in Nigeria's 

underdeveloped north, 

is fraught with negative 

indicators surprises no 

one. However, no one 

could clearly enumerate 

t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e 

problem as a result of a 

data glut.

I n v e s t m e n t s  i n 

establishing Nigeria's 

s t a t i s t i c a l  s y s t e m 

became the utmost priority of our newly formed government in 2015, the same year 

the SDGs became a thing. Kaduna had enacted a statistics agency law two years 

before then but a wide gap existed in terms of the capacity of the agency to function.

Also, there was a lack of institutional recognition for the role of data in planning and 

monitoring in the government. The state had to rely on generic data provided by the 

National Bureau of Statistics.

With the government's 

n e w  d a t a  d r i v e ,  a 

number of reports were 

generated including 

two general household 

surveys, two annual 

school censuses, two 

state gross domestic 

product  sur veys ,  a 

population dynamics 

s u r v e y ,  a n d  a n 

agriculture structure 

survey, among others. 

The data gathered would form the basis for the state to develop action plans linked 

to the 17 global goals. 

This data revolution saw Kaduna state becoming one of the first subnational 

governments in the world to have conducted a robust analysis of local SDG data and 

strategy for implementation. The presentation of this report was made during the 

2017 U.N. General Assembly in New York.
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As the first quarter of 2019 ends, it is proper 

for the KDBS to recount and reflect on its 

efforts towards systematic collection, 

analysis and production of statistical data. 

This is aimed at consolidating the KDBS 

reform plan, and to further ensure maximal 

quality and adherence to standards in our 

data revolution.

The KDBS reform agenda informs our 

engagement  in  an  o rgan i za t iona l 

“balancing act” and restructuring for 

effective productivity. Our systematic team-

building efforts are central to defining our 

identity as a foremost statistical system 

administrator in Nigeria. To bolster this even 

further, the Bureau has engaged in 

individual and collective research and 

presentations, training and re-training, 

focused on achieving efficiency and reliable 

data administration and distribution.

The Bureau recognizes the need for 

professionalism, personal development and 

intellectual growth; as such there has been 

significant engagement of staff in relevant 

paper presentation. This aids our drive for 

stretching the potential and quality of our 

manpower.  

Effort has continued towards for consistent 

collection and analysis of data for 

generating of the consumer price index. 

Basheer Bature Ibraheem 
Statistician General Kaduna State

Muhammad Sani Abdullahi
The Hon. Commissioner, Planning and Budget Commission

The Proposed Amina J Mohammed Data Lab
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But data generated in itself does not constitute an outcome. For us, data has been at 

the center of our policy formulation and decision-making. A case in point is the issue 

of providing quality education, where our administration has made a significant 

mark. Worthy of note is that the state has, within the past four years, managed to 

double the enrollment of its citizens in schools from around 1.1 million students to 

2.1 million students.  

According to NBS data captured in 2014, shortly before we took office, Kaduna state 

had about 4,225 public primary schools with an enrolment of about 1.1 million 

students. It is important to point out that there were almost 200 more schools in 

2014 compared to the previous year but enrolment had fallen. With the school 

census conducted, we understood the state of the schools.

Among other findings, it was observed that as much as half of the student 

population received instruction under the most basic circumstances.

Classrooms were packed and the schools lacked basic amenities such as clean water 

and sanitation systems. However, understanding how limited funds would be best 

utilized was based on the analysis of demographic trends data that saw us build 

more multistory school blocks to create more classrooms and bring down the 

student-teacher ratio to about 1 teacher to every 30-40 students. We owe the 

achievements to solid data.

Pushed by findings from the health census, the state is making investments in 255 

primary health centers with a goal to reduce maternal and child mortality by at least 

50 percent.

There are no current official figures for maternal and child mortality in Nigeria, 

usually provided by the demographic health survey. However, there has been an 

increase in the uptake of immunization according to local data. About 64.9 percent 

of children under 5 received the tuberculosis vaccine in 2017, which represents an 

increase from 54.2 percent recorded in 2015.

Likewise, knowledge from our GDP and agriculture surveys have provided key inputs 

for our industrialization, growth, and poverty eradication strategies and the same 

could be said for almost every other SDG indicator that our government has been 

tracking and implementing.

With a strong commitment to openness and citizen engagement, the government 

has provided access to all data on a public platform through the statistical agency's 

website.

For us to achieve the SDGs, conventional methods have to give way to a new way of 

doing things. Data should not be consumed linearly, it has to be aggregated and 

processed in a manner that can inform policy choices and decisions in order to make 

p r o g r e s s .  W i t h  n e w 

technologies and tools in 

artificial intelligence and 

machine learning, the 

potential for the world to 

achieve the SDGs is greater 

than it has ever been. 

Kaduna is a developing 

success story.
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This underscores the Bureau's crucial role in 

building that vital nexus between statistics 

and economic policy. It also further 

highlights the need for more robust 

collection of administrative data and social 

statistics, to aid broader government 

consultation and policy formulation. This 

will ultimately improve the data culture in 

our MDAs.

The KDBS certainly looks forward to liaising 

more closely with MDAs to encourage and 

facilitate their use of statistical tools. It is 

hoped that this will create a firmer base and 

clearer direction toward ministerial 

planning and budgetary propositions. 

Finally, we examine an expert opinion on 

Kaduna State as a reference for SDG action. 

Commendable strides have been made 

towards actualization of the SDGs, and the 

Bureau can be proud of its key contributions 

towards the achievements. Of course, there 

is still a whole lot to be done. We will not 

relent in our commitment towards greater 

proficiency, and closer engagement of 

re levant  s takeholders  in  our  Data 

Revolution for the development of Kaduna 

state.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI) FOR 
MARCH, 2019.
The CPI Year-On-Year Inflation Rate for 

Kaduna State Stands at -10.12% in March 

2019. This was -2.00% lower than the rate 

recorded in February, 2019 (-8.12) percent.

The CPI Month – on– Month basis in Kaduna 

State shows that the State Index stands at 

165.39% in March 2019.The Urban Index 

recorded 164.35% in March 2019 while 

Rural index recorded 165.25% respectively.

The State CPI Month – on - Month Inflation 

rate was -8.73% in March 2019, down by -

1.85% from -6.88% recorded in February 

2019. The Urban Inflation Rate was -8.16% 

in March 2019, decreased by -2.13% from -

6.03% recorded in February 2019.The Rural 

Inflation Rate was -10.10% in March 2019, 

decreased by -1.91% from -8.19% recorded 

in February 2019 Muhammad Sani Abdullahi
The Hon. Commissioner, Budget and Planning Commission 



FOOD AND NUTRITION INSECURITY SITUATION IN KADUNA STATE
The Cadre Harmonise' (CH) is a global analytical frame work of national and regional 

system for food crisis prevention and management taking into account  various 

outcome indicators for food and nutrition security and the impacts of contribution 

factors. Generally, the methodology adapted and used for analysis and in the 

consolidation process is identical in the 16 States and FCT. This approach is in line 

with the Cadre Harmonise' meta-analysis procedures segmented in five steps. The 

analysis was conducted at zonal level, in the three senatorial zones of the State. The 

result of the analysis is obtained through convergence of evidence and consensus 

building to classify the severity of food insecurity and estimate affected population 

for current and projected situations. 

Methodology
The CH Analysis was conducted in March, 2019 under the lead of the Federal 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and FAO Nigeria, CILSS, in 

collaboration with CH partners. The Kaduna State participants in the CH-Analysis 

includes; Yakubu S. Gorah (CH Coordinator, Kaduna State Ministry of Agriculture) 

and Iyiegbu Tochukwu 

Innocent (Kaduna State 

Bureau of Statistics).

T h e  a n a l y s i s  w a s 

conducted according to 

senatorial zones in Kaduna 

State. The results were 

calculated using the food 

and nutrit ion security 

o u t c o m e  I n d i c a t o r s , 

supported by the relevant 

contributing factors and 

through Convergence of 

evidence and consensus 

building in classifying the severity of food insecurity and estimating the affected 

population in the zones

The main outcome indicator used in the analysis is the Human Dietary Diversity 

Score (HDDS) from the recent Health Indicator Survey conducted by Kaduna State 

Bureau of Statistics. For contributing factors, data were available for Water 

utilization, Hazards and Vulnerability; Crop Production, MUAC, Admission rate, 

Market Prices report, Climate data, Seasonal Calendar, access to improve source and 

distance to water, coping strategy and water production.

Major Findings
Food Consumption:  The Household Dietary Diversification Score in all zones of the 

state is favorable, having positive impact on the food consumption. Large number of 

the households in the zones directly or indirectly is consuming four or more food 

groups. There is availability of food due to increase in production for both staple and 

cash crop, good utilization of food including water and Stability of food ensures that, 

the zones are all in stable condition. There is no livelihood protection and survival 

deficits in all the zones currently (March - May, 2019).

FACTORS DRIVING ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY CONDITIONS
Major Findings
Hazard:The result of insecurity witnessed in some part of central zone will definitely 

have a negative impact on food consumption and Assess to food to a significant 
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for day-to-day living (measures the 

inflation rate)



Food Availability: The increase in crop production and normality of the rainfall has positively impacted the food availability in all the 

zones. This has resulted in the high proportion (average of 90% across the zone) of households in the State with a very good 

Household Dietary Diversity Score (consuming 4 or more food groups). The market crop stock is expected to go down during the 

lean period therefore putting households in the State under pressure. The impact These on food consumption, Nutrition and 

livelihood change is expected to be minimal.

Access to Food :The Cash Crop and variation in Trend change for all the zones are in favorable condition which indicate an 

improvement in food availability and purchasing power of the households. However, the staple food prices is projected on normal 

increase which will limit food access, especially during the lean period. 

Food Utilization: Presently there is decrease in admission rate, under-five mortality, and access to water in all the zones. However, 

68% of household still provide their main source of water as the water board has recorded a low percentage coverage. The 

percentage with improved water source is 7 across the State therefore exposing a considerable number to disease and insecurity. 

These if not checked can impact negatively on nutrition. The evidence shows that zone 2 have a high rate of infant mortality 

compares to other zones, therefore needs a specialized interventions.

There has been an increase in the trend for crop production over the period of 5 years across the zones which shows stability.

PATNERS INTERVENTIONS
GRID3 Project came to an end at the end of March. As part of transition process, they were series of refresher training for the staff 

of Bureau especially on spatial data management and analysis, FME, Grid portal management, from February to March 2019. 

KDBS management is so much appreciative of the impact GRID3 project had on the day to day activities of the Bureau and wish to 

have them on board again. There is so much to learn from them and time limit is insufficient to process the whole information.  

KDBS UPCOMING ACTIVITES

· Completion of Digital Demand Survey

· Dissemination of Health Facility Census and other report

· Presentation of Findings on Health Indicator Survey

· CPI Report for month of April

Price Statistics Report for 1st Quarter
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 Current situation (March May, 2019) - Areas and

Populations in: 

 - 

 

·   Famine and Emergency (Phases 5 and 4): 0% 

 ·  Crisis (Phase 3): 60,440 

·   Under pressure (Phase 2): 1, 294,226 

·  Minimal situation (phase 1): 7, 829,334  

Projected situation(June to August 2019) Areas and

Populations in:  

 - 

 

·  Famine and Emergency (Phases 5 and 4): 0% 

·  Crisis (phase 3): 93,956 

·  Under pressure (Phase 2): 1, 544,939 

·  Minimal food insecurity (phase 1): 7, 545,104  
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