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Accelerating the Sustainable Development Goals in Kaduna State 

Nations of the world met in September 2015 at the UN in New York and adopted 

the Sustainable Development Goals. It is the successor framework to the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were agreed by governments in 

2000 that came to an end in 2015. The MDGs concentrated largely, though not 

exclusively, on social outcomes while key development priorities, such as 

infrastructure and energy, were absent from the list. The SDGs now reflect the 

challenges we face in development, emphasizing the underlying drivers of 

sustainable development and not just measurable outcomes.  

The SDGs have adopted an all-inclusive approach, taking on board challenges faced 

by all nations and promoting the cooperation between the private and public sector 

in its execution of the goals. The Sustainable Development Goals are made up of 

17 goals and 169 targets and the spirit behind the agenda of the SDGs are the 

combined efforts to eradicate poverty and increase the development of poor 

societies. The cost of its implementation is high, though it can bring long-term 

benefits. Just as nations are different and have their peculiarities and different 

perspectives, so also are the sub nationals in Nigeria. It is important therefore that 

Kaduna State translates each relevant SDG into National Plans of Action.  

Opportunities and Challenges 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provides opportunities as well as 

challenges to Kaduna State. There are four major challenges that need to be 

addressed for achieving the SDGs in the State. They are; financial, maintaining 

peace, measuring progress and accountability. 

The categories of means of implementation of the SDGs includes;  

1) Finance,  

2) Technology,  

3) Capacity Building,  

4) Trade,  

5) Policy Coherence,  

6) Partnerships, And 

7) Data, Monitoring and Accountability. 
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Implementation 

Spreading implementation targets throughout the goals encourages systemic 

implementation. To be successful there must be greater attention on interlinkages 

in three areas:  

1) Across sectors (e.g. Finance, agriculture, energy, and transport);  

2) Across societal actors (local authorities, government agencies, private 

sector, and civil society); and  

3) Between and among low, medium and high income countries.  
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The SDGs is expected to take a more inclusive and diverse approach by mobilizing 

actors across the State. Our focus therefore, is on integration among the 

substantive goals and targets. Vital as this may be, there is the need for similar 

attention to be devoted to obtaining a systems view and integrated approach to 

the means of implementation, dispersed in an imbalanced way through all the goals 

and specifically in Goal 17.  

Across the goals, 42 targets focus on means of implementation, albeit somewhat 

unevenly, while the final goal, Goal 17, is entirely devoted to means of 

implementation.  

However, these implementation targets are largely silent about interlinkages and 

interdependencies among goals, regardless of their ambition to be ―universal, 

indivisible, and interlinked‖. This leaves open the possibility of perverse outcomes 

and unrealized synergies1.  

Examples include situations where achieving human development in the short term 

may undermine the capacity of the global life support system to support advances 

in human well-being in the long term; or, indeed, where environmental 

interventions undermine the rights and well-being of certain social groups. For 

example, promoting increased consumption to alleviate poverty may lead to the 

failure of other goals, such as the sustainable management of water.  

Uncoordinated action may create internal conflicts, such as subsidies for both 

renewable and non-renewable fuel sources, or missed synergies, for example, 

where appropriately targeted investment in renewable energy reduces emissions, 

but it could also reduce pollution, improve human health, and increase equality. 

 

Table 1:The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

Spreading implementation targets throughout the goals encourages systemic 

implementation. To be successful there must be greater attention on interlinkages 

in three areas:  

4) Across sectors (e.g. Finance, agriculture, energy, and transport);  

5) Across societal actors (local authorities, government agencies, private 

sector, and civil society); and  
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6) Between and among low, medium and high income countries.  

As a framework, the SDGs extend the MDGs in many ways, but particularly by 

seeking to profoundly link the social, economic, and environmental aspects of 

goals. This in turn implies linking across time ensuring that the short-term 

achievement of improved human well-being does not occur at the cost of 

undermining well-being in the long term by damaging the underpinning social and 

environmental capital on which our global life support system depends.  

The UN’s categorization of means of implementation of the SDGs includes finance, 

technology, capacity building, trade, policy coherence, partnerships, and, finally, 

data, monitoring and accountability. This is where the importance of the 

application of Sustainability Science comes in. Sustainability science probes 

interactions between global, social, and human systems, the complex mechanisms 

that lead to degradation of these systems, and concomitant risks to human well-

being. Serious sustainable development problems dominate policy discussion in 

many countries, but with little actual results in terms of complex global 

environmental problems like climate change. Where progress in social indicators is 

made, it often comes at an environmental cost. Inter-linkages across different goals 

will be a challenging area, and the inherent trade-offs and complexity of such an 

effort requires that related policies be informed by a science of sustainability1.The 

UN’s categorization of means of implementation of the SDGs indicators will require 

an unprecedented amount of data to be produced and analysed. Without 

quantified targets and monitoring, it is impossible to determine whether sufficient 

progress is being made. This will be the problem for most African countries. The 

SDGs place greater demands on the scientific community than did the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), which they replace6. Addressing climate change, 

renewable energy, food, health and water provision requires coordinated global 

monitoring and modelling of many factors -social, economic and environmental. 

African nations may struggle to provide coordinated monitoring due to the dearth 

of personnel skilled to undertake this task. There is no doubt that the 

implementation will pose a significant challenge for national statistical systems. It 

is for this reason that collaboration with international and scientific agencies will 

be required to help devise metrics, establish monitoring mechanisms, evaluate 

progress and standardize and verify data. African countries lack the infrastructure 

to undertake earth observation, ground-based monitoring and information-
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processing capabilities required to give better global coverage, to allow direct 

comparisons of data by using similar instruments, and to store, analyse and share 

data. This can be overcome by collaboration between developed and developing 

countries7.African nations can be ingenious by using smartphones for data 

gathering such as point source information such as immunisation8.The successful 

implementation of the SDGs depends on standardised and accurate data. 

SDGSDG1No poverty9Industry, innovation, and infrastructure2Zero 

hunger10Reduce inequality3Good health and well-being11Sustainable cities and 

communities4Quality education12Responsible consumption and 

production5Gender equality13Climate action6Clean water and sanitation14Life 

under water7Affordable and clean energy15Life on land;8Decent work and 

economic growth16Peace, jus 


